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Laos 


Late last, night Mr. Harriman asked me to come round and 
see him. He said that the President had become .. increasingly 
worried about developments in Laos following the fall of 
Nam Tha. All along the Americans had been acutely aware 
that by making it widely known that they were not prepared to 
give Phoumi military support, they ran the risk of the Pathet 
Lao with or without Russian or Chinese encouragement taking 
advantage of the situation to overrun further areas of the 
country. The President had held a meeting yesterday evening 
in order to try and discover whether there was some action they 
could take which wculd be a warning to the Communists that 
the United States was not prepared to sit back and see the 
whole of Laos taken over. After reviewing various possibilities 
the President had decided that units of the 7th Fleet should 
be moved into the Gulf of Thailand and they would be arriving 
there in the next forty eight hours. This action was similar 
to that which was taken last April. The President hoped that 
this wculd indicate to the Communists that the Pathet Lao were 
playing a dangerous game at the present time and it might 
encourage both the Russians and the Chinese to restrain 
Souphannouvong. This action did not commit the jimericans 
■fco intervene in Laos and the President was strongly disinclined 

to pursue any such course. 

2. A further advantage of this movement of the 7th Fleet 
would be that it would act as a reassurance to the Thais 
who were naturally very jumpy at the present time. 

3. Harriman went on to say that as a complement to this 

action it was to be made quite clear to phoumi that it was 

not being taken in his support and that, indeed., in dealing 
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